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(54) AUTOMATIC COMPOSITION POSITION DECIDING DEVICE AND METHOD FOR DIGITAL CAMERA 

(5 7) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To display a digital image at a correct 
composition position of a digital camera, when the image is visually 
confirmed based on an image processing program by deciding 
automatically the composition position of the camera under photographing 
and storing the photographed digital image in a memory, in response to the 
camera composition position. 

SOLUTION: This device includes a composition position switch 32 which 
decides the composition position of a digital camera, a memory 34 which 
stores the digital image data 36 photographed by the digital camera, and a 
controller 38 which controls the storage of the data 36 into the memory 34, 
in response to the output of the switch 32. The controller 38 also controls 
the transfer of the data 36 from the memory 34 to an image-processing 
program, which operates on a computer. In this control state, the controller 
38 performs the rotary conversion of the data 36 before they are stored in 
the memory 34 when a composition position signal 46 showing that a 
digital image is longitudinally photographed, is received from the switch 
32. 
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THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 
(PCT APPLICATION IN THE NATIONAL PHASE) 

1. According to the Request for Substantive Examination raised by the applicant and based on the 
provision of Item 1, Article 35 of the Patent Law, the Examiner has proceeded with the Examination 
as to Substance on the above mentioned application for patent for invention. 

n According to Item 2, Article 35 of the Chinese Patent Law, the Patent Office has decided to examine 
the above application for patent for invention. 

2. The applicant has requested that the filling date of 

November 27 1998 at the E> Patent Office as the priority date, 

at the Patent Office as the priority date, 

at the Patent Office as the priority date, 

3. CD The following amended documents submitted by the applicant cannot be accepted for not conforming 

to the provision of Article 33 of the Patent Law: 

O The Chinese version of the attachment of the International Preliminary Examination Report. 

P The Chinese version of the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 19 of 

the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 
Q The amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 of the Patent 

Cooperation Treaty. 

f"~l The amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 51 of the Implementing 

Regulations of the Patent Law. 
Refer to the text of the notice for the specific reason of non-acceptance thereof. 

4 0 The examination is conducted by directing at the Chinese version of the original International 
Application submitted. 
[3 Tte examination is conducted by directing at the following application documents: 
I%1 Description, 

p. l-6l r the Chinese version of the original International Application Document submitted; 

p. , the Chinese version of the attachment of the International Preliminary Examination 

Report, 

p. , the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 

i 



of the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

p. ( the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 51 of the 

Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law 
g| Claims, 

, the Chinese version of the original International Application Document submitted. 

, the Chinese version of the amended document submitted according to the provision of 

Rule 19 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

, the Chinese version of the attachment of the International Preliminary Report. 

M3 r the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 of the 

Patent Cooperation Treaty. 
, the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 51 of the 

Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 
[X] Attached Drawings, 

p. l-60 f the Chinese version of the original International Application Document submitted. 

p. the Chinese version of the attachment of the International Preliminary Examination 

Report. 

p , the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 of 

the Parent Cooperation Treaty, 
p. t the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 5 1 of the 

Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 



5. This Notice cites the following Comparison Document(the number of which shall continue to be used 



No. 


Number/Title of Document 


Date of Publication (or the filing date of the 
conflicting Application) 


1 


EP8662&4 


September 2$, 1998 


2 


JP10-210405 


August 7, 1998 


3 


EP556606 


August 25, 1993 


4 


JP5-2O3950 


August 13, 1993 
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The conclusive bunion drawn from the examination: 
As regards the Specification: 

□ The contents of the application fail under the scope stipulated by Article 5 of the Patent Law for 

which no patent right should be granted. 
Q The specification does not conform with the provision of Item 3, Article 26 of the Patent Law. 
£3 The drafting of the specification does not conform with the provision of Rule 18 of the 
Implementing Regulations. 
^As regards the Claims: 

Q Claim does not possess the novelty as stipulated in Item 2, Article 22 of the Patent Law. 

|3 Claim 1 , 16.8-12.16 . 30 . 32.33 does not possess the inventiveness as stipulated in Item 3, Article 22 
of the Patent Law. 

Q Claim d es not possess the practical applicability as stipulated in Item 4, Article 22 of the 

Patent Law. 

□ Claim falls under the scope of Article 25 of the Patent Law where no patent right is to be 

granted. 



[~] Claim docs not conform wuh the provision of Item 4, Article 26 of the Patent Law. 

^| Claim 1 , 10 32 and 2 1 22. 24. 28 r 3 1 . 34. 4 1 does not conform with the provision of Item 1, Article 
31 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim does not conform with the provision of Item 1, Rule 13 of the Implementing 

Regulations of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim does not conform with the provision of Rule 18 of the Implementing Regulations of 

the Patent Law. 

Q Claim does not conform with the provisions of Rules 20 to 23 of the Implementing 

Regulations of the Patent Law. 
Refer to the text of this Notice for the specific analyses of the conclusive opinion. 

7. Based on the above conclusive opinion, the Examiner deems that: 

|~1 The applicant shall amend the application documents in accordance with the requirements raised in 
the text of the Notice. 

The applicant shall discuss in his observations reasons why this application for patent can be granted 
a patent right, and amend the portions indicated in the text of the Notice which have been deemed as 
not conforming with the provisions, or no patent right shall be granted. 
0 There are no substantive contents in the application for patent that can be granted a patent nght. If the 
applicant does not present reasons or the reasons presented are not sufficient, the application shall be 
rejected. 

8. The applicant is asked to note the following items: 

(1) According to the provision of Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant shall submit his 
observations within four month* from the receipt of this Notice. Where, without justified reasons, 
the applicant does not respond at the expiration of said date, the application shall be deemed to have 
been withdrawn. 

(2) The applicant shall amend his application according to Article 33 of the Patent Law The amended 
documents shall be in duplicate, and the form, in conformity with the relevant provisions in the 
Examination Guide. 

(3) The applicant and/or his agent can not, without first making an appointment, go to the Patent Office 
to have an interview with the Examiner. 

(4) The observations and/or the amended documents shall be mailed or delivered to the Department of 
Receipt, the Patent Office of the State Intellectual Property Office. No documents shall possess legal 
effects if not mailed or delivered to the Department of Receipt 



The text of this Notice totals 2 page(s), and includes the following attachment(s): 

duplicate copy(ies) of cited comparison document(s), altogether £ copy(ies) 82 pages. 

□ 



Examination Department: Examincr(Seal): 
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TRANSLATION OF FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

(1) Claims 

1.1 There are 11 independent claims, namely, claim 1 
(illuminating device), claim 21 (liquid crystal display 
device), claim 22 (illuminating device), claim 24 
(illuminating device), claim 28 (illuminating device), claim 
30 (liquid crystal display device), claim 31 (liquid crystal 
display device), claim 32 (front light), claim 34 
(illuminating element), and claim 41 (illuminating element). 

According to Article 31(1) of the Patent Law of the 
People's Republic of China, two or more inventions or 
utility models belonging to a single general inventive 
concept may be filed as one application. Among the 
above-described 11 independent claims, claims 1-20, 30, 
32, and 33 comply with this article, and hence may be filed 
as one application. However, since claims other than the 
above are NOT two or more inventions sharing a single 
general inventive concept with claims 1-20, 30, 32 r and 33, 
it is not possible to file all of these claims as one 
application. In short, these claims lack unity of invention. 

The applicant should either provide further details of 
the reason(s) why the foregoing independent claims meet 
the unity of invention or cancel the claims lacking unity 
and newly file the remaining claims. 
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The descriptions below are sorely related to claims 
1-20, 30, 32, and 33. 

1.2 With reference to the cited document 1 
(EP866246) and the cited document 2 (JP10-210405), 
claims 1, 3, 6, 9, and 30 do not comply with the 
requirement of inventiveness stipulated in Article 22(3) of 
the Patent Law of the People's Republic of China. Therefore, 
the patent is not granted (cf. the international preliminary 
examination for details). 

1.3 With reference to the cited document 3 
(EP556606) and the cited document 2 (JP5-203950), claim 
8 does not comply with the requirement of inventiveness 
stipulated in Article 22(3) of the Patent Law of the People's 
Republic of China. Therefore, the patent is not granted (cf. 
the international preliminary examination for details). 

1.4 With reference to the cited reference 5 
(JP9- 160032) and the cited reference 6 (Japanese 
Laid-Open Utility Model Application 7-1426), claims 10-12, 
16, 32, and 33 do not comply with the requirement of 
inventiveness stipulated in Article 22(3) of the Patent Law 
of the People's Republic of China. Therefore, the patent is 
not granted (cf. the international preliminary examination 
for details). 

The applicant should either provide further details of 
the reason(s) why these claims meet the requirement of 
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inventiveness, or amend these claims to meet the 
requirement. 

1.5 The scope of protection of claim 32 is overlapped 
with the scope of protection of either claim 1 or claim 2. 
Therefore, according to the requirement of conciseness in 
Rule 20(1) of Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law 
of the People's Republic of China, the patent is not granted. 

On the occasion of amending the claims, please do 
not forget to amend the title of the invention in the 
specification to be in agreement with the subject matter of 
claims. 

(2) Specification 

The specification of the present application does not 
comply with Rule 18(1) of Implementing Regulations of the 
Patent Law of the People's Republic of China. 

The specification (and claims) uses a term "means" to 
describe the structure of the product. For instance, it is 
described that "an illuminating element of the present 
invention is preferably arranged such that diffusion means is 
further provided around a linear light-guiding member* , and 
the term "means" in this description is ambiguous. 

(3) 

The amendment of filed documents has to comply with 



Article 33 of the Patent Law of the People's Republic of 
China. Therefore, the amendment may not go beyond the 
scope of the original specification and claims. 



